FAILURE IN BUSINESS — LOST LIFE'S EARNINGS

An example of a crisis in your life could well bieat you have lost your whole life’s
earnings because your business failed. This cppemaover a period of time or it can
happen suddenly. The reasons can be myriad. dPartmay have been caused by
mistakes you made and part may have been circuoestdoreyond your control.

Perhaps you had a retail store on the street dadga mall opened up a block away.
What had been a busy thoroughfare now became ddseith little passing traffic.

What can you do? As we have discussed earlierhgoa the choice of two paths before
you. One path looks easy, it is wide and you @ntkat many people have travelled the
path before you. The other path is not so widelaokss a little difficult to travel.

Yes, believe me, it is much easier to give up a& $orry for yourself; take yourself to

your bed and face the wall wallowing in self-pityThat is the path travelled by a large
number of people because emotion takes over thegktitgqorocess. Some people get
angry and want to lash out at those around theamiblg everyone but themselves.
Others see only the loss of money and homes amdvpust to give up and curl into a

small ball, hoping it will all go away.

The owner of the store could blame others but, ggeghthat person made a mistake by
not keeping an eye on what was going on in the conityy He could have done so by
keeping in touch with the local council and gettupglates on new subdivisions and land
sales which may change the dynamics of the comatesector. Another way of
keeping in touch is listening to customers andrthgints and requirements. The new
mall would then not have been such a shock andttre owner could have sold or made
changes which would have kept trade going. Tileschas arisen, however, and the
owner with the right attitude will take responstlyilfor what has happened. That way he
can put the failure behind him and set about tgtinat failure into a new success.

This is the time when you find out what strengtlesi yeally have deep down in your
spirit. It is what you do in the hard times in ydifie that will determine what kind of
person will come out at the other end of troubleis the time to find out what you are
concentrating on; the loss of the business or wgrlout a solution to minimise the
impact. Perhaps you could see it as an oppoytémita different direction in business.
Basically, it is important for you to realise youllvbe fine and though you are going
through a stressful period as you adapt to nevatsius and circumstances, a better life
can be just around the corner.

Now is the time to make your choice and chooseigig attitude. Are you going to say,
“Why me? It is the end of the world”, make yoiie | and the lives of everyone around
you miserable and make yourself ill and depreseedyill you take the other path and
keep your sanity?



The path to take is the one that acknowledgesythathave a financial loss, which may
have been out of your control and begin thinkingtegically about working out a
solution for yourself. Believe in yourself andwill be able to start from scratch
again. If you are feeling very alone, enlist tledphof family and friends who believe in
you and what you can achieve. Their advice mayabeable and help to keep your focus
on the right track. Keep away from those who waoeiiticise you and try to pull you
down.

Think differently, say “So what” and use your mimdyour favour by analysing where
mistakes were made. Tell yourself you will notkedhe same mistakes again and use
your mind to improve your existing situation. Yaeould begin by taking a job and
keeping yourself busy by making an effort to buwifa your finances again. Think, not
only about how you can recover your loss, but Al®® you can profit from it.

Remain optimistic and determined and always keepr ymind attuned to further

possibilities in business — there are always opdties if your mental antennae are up
and searching and there are always people who reygned to help you if you are

prepared to help yourself. You will see nothihgau remain gloomy.

If you can accept what has happened and yet canagiyour mind that you are capable
of achieving an outcome better than what you hddreeyou will create a pattern for
success. You can go from failure to success byoaghing your challenge in a
constructive fashion, focusing on the solution eatihan being blinded by the problem.

Each time you overcome difficulties you build yaelf-esteem and as self-confidence
grows you will find it easier to master new chatjes.



